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that he succeeded in establishing certain institutions
or laws may be simply a proof that he saw a little
more clearly than others the direction towards which
more general causes were inevitably propelling the
nation. Briefly, we cannot isolate the particular
" cause " in this case, and have to remember at every
moment that it was only one factor in a vast and
complex series of changes, which would no doubt
have taken a different turn without it, but of which
it may be indefinitely difficult to say what was the
precise deflection due to its action.

In trying to indicate the importance, I have had
to dwell upon the difficulty, of applying anything
like scientific methods to political problems. I shall
conclude by trying once more to indicate why, in
spite of this, I hold that the attempt is desirable, and
may be fruitful.

People sometimes say that scientific methods are
inapplicable because we cannot try experiments in
social matters. I remember being long ago struck
by a remark of Dr. Arnold, which has some bearing
upon this assertion. He observed upon the great
advantage possessed by Aristotle in the vast number
of little republics in his time, each of which was
virtually an experiment in politics. I always thought
that this was fallacious somehow, and I fancy that it
is not hard to indicate the general nature of the
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